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NEW BOARD ANNOUNCEMENT
Season's Greetings! We are happy to announce the New Board of Directors elected for the period 2022-24. We
welcome and congratulate all of them and wish them good luck on their new role.
Executive Committee:
President: Mr. Velankanniraj Mahimairaj
Vice President: Mr. Sakthivel Pichaimani
Secretary: Mr. Agathiyan John Benedict
Joint Secretary: Mr. John Britto Peter
Treasurer: Mr. Edward Jayaraj

Regional Representatives:
Mr. Benjamin Navis - (New England)
Mr. Antony Rajan - (Mid-Atlantic)
Mr. Subramanian Thangaiah - (South)
Mr. Suresh Chinnappan - (Mid-West)
Mr. Joseph Lidwin Francis - (Southwest)
Mr. Barthelom F. Joseph - (West)

We thank all the previous Board of Directors for their dedicated service to the growth of our organization all
these years.
Executive Committee:
President: Mr. Johnson Sabariar
Vice-President: Mr. Velankanniraj Mahimairaj
Secretary: Mr. Agathiyan John Benedict
Joint Secretary: Mr. Benjamin Hanibal
Treasurer: Mr. Sakthivel Pichaimani

Regional Representatives:
Mr. Newton Philominraj (New England)
Mrs. Jancy Vincent - (Mid-Atlantic)
Mr. Edward Jayaraj (South)
Mr. Suresh Chinnappan (Mid-West)
Mr. Raja Amirthasamy (The Southwest)
Mr. Ravikumar Dhandivel (The West)

All your achievements including the membership and registration of our organization as a non-profit will be in
history. We also extend our thanks to our Board of advisors and Election commissioners for helping with the
election process.
Board of advisors:
Hon. Mr. Nepoleon
Prof. Francis Xavier (FFX)
Prof. Clement Antonisamy
Mr. Valentine Paulraj

Election commissioners:
Mr. Sekhar Henry (Chairperson)
Mr. Arul Santiago
Mr. Arokiyaselvam

Please extend your warm welcome and support to our new leadership team. We invite you to visit us at
www.josephitesoverseas.org

The Josephites
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LEADERSHIP UPDATES
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Josephites,
Greetings! We passed 2021 with great accomplishments and I wish you all a safe, healthy, all
the very best in 2022. Hope the new year will bring an end to all our pandemic situations.
Together, we made more progress on our Alumni network goals and breakdown barriers in
reaching our Alumni friends. Today we can proud of what have been achieved and we brought this chapter from
storming stage to performing stage. I would like to highlight few of those storming steps that has been taken
during this year to shape our chapter to this level.
After receiving the non-profit 501 (C)(3) certification from IRS for our chapter, we established a standardized
process across all regions and chapter. We identified 6 regions across US and formed the first Board consists of
5 Officers, 6 regional directors and 4 Advisors. We created a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) which is a
living document for the Board members to quickly learn the process and keep the continuity of operations. During
the pandemic we helped the needy members with their job search, referrals and provided moral support. At the
same time, we helped our Alma Mater by raising fund to support 20 villages governed by our Shepherd Program.
We formed a team of 7 committees and the committee leads has taken more steps and made it all functional. We
created a process to conduct elections and formed 3-member Election commissioners. The election was conducted
smoothly by following the Bylaw and demonstrated the transparent way of implementing the democratic
principles. We had a monthly Board meeting and tracked all our action items and approved the minutes of
previous meetings. We had 2 reunions and conducted General Body meetings. Overall, we created a role-model
for the future Board members. Definitely, this will help the upcoming Board members to take us to the next level.
We thank the outgoing Board members and wish the incoming Board members. We thank our Board of Advisors
and the Election commission members for their excellent service. I would like to highlight the below for the
chapter members.
“It begins with interest and responsibility; It continues with relationships that are worthwhile; It ends with
benefit for all.” The involvement of alumni (you) in supporting and providing contributions voluntarily to our
Alma mater is important for maintaining and expanding SJC’s development. The following are the different
ways and scale each of us can contribute as an alumnus:
Role model and inspiration: Strengthening confidence, improve motivation and inculcate the right culture.
Career mentor: Mentor and Support final year student to obtain job, help to improve SJC’s curriculum.
Providing expertise: Developing new study program, guest lecturer, advisor, and knowledge transfer.
Opportunity to access professional development: Stronger network; Senior Alumni helps Juniors.
Increase efforts in collecting funds: Help underprivileged students, scholarships, and endowment fund.
Support the SJC’s reputation: Positive statements, quality, and effectiveness of education program.
Josephites are Unique and the reflection of Shepherd program teachings helped us to know more about of
giving and helping others. Keep in mind “Alone you can do little and Together we can do so much”. Let’s all
actively involve our networking activities, overcome the barriers and be happy.
“Let’s show the world what Josephites can do and Let the world see why Josephites are unique.”
Sincerely,
Johnson Sabariar
President, SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter
The Josephites
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FROM SECRETARIES DESK
Greetings! Here is the summary of all the wonderful things that have happened this
2021 in our SJC Alumni Association, USA Chapter.
We celebrated the Pongal Vizha on Saturday January 30th, 2021 with a ‘Nagaichuvai
Pattimandram’ and ‘Innisai Kacheri’. Rev.Dr.Leonard Fernando SJ, the Rector of our
St. Joseph's College glorified the function as the Chief Guest. That was the very first program after the new
Executive Board took over the office after our Chapter was officially registered as a non-profit organization in
the United States.
Since then various sub-committees have been formed with a talented members and Chairperson to diversify our
chapter's activities.
Several webinars were conducted on various topics that benefited lots of our chapter members. We thank all those
resource persons for their time and service.
Bi-monthly newsletters going out to members wishing them on their memorable life occasions.
The membership drive is an ongoing event, and we request all those Josephites living in the USA to register with
our chapter and avail the member rights and benefits.
The monthly Board meetings were conducted without fail at the First Friday of every month to sail our chapter
towards progressiveness where our chapter members and Parent Alumni officers were invited.
The Board of Advisors actively participated in the operations of the Chapter and have developed a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) that would help the present and future office bearers to fulfill their duties with proper
guidance.
We are proud to share that our Chapter raised $8,417.91 (little over Rs. 6 Lakhs) to help the families suffering in
our homeland due to the Covid lockdown. Our sincere thanks to all our members who contributed generously.
We thank our Rector at SJC Trichy, the Principal, the Alumni Director, the Alumni President and all the priests
and officers for their great support and encouragement on various activities of our chapter.

Best Regards,
Agathiyan John Benedict
Secretary, SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter

The Josephites
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FROM TREASURER’S DESK
Hello SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter Members,
May the new year be filled with brightness and hope so that darkness and sadness stay
away from you. Happy New Year 2022! As of December 31, 2021, we have a total
reserve of $2,687.76 on hand (Includes the balance forwarded from the previous year,
new members fee, US Chapter fee collected yearly from our members, funds &
donations, and subtracted the operating expenses for Website domain and Hosting, paid
membership fees and donations to SJC Trichy Parent Association).
Please see the details of Income and Expense data below.
SJC TRICHY Alumni US Chapter
(Income Statement for the year 2021)
RECEIPTS
New Member Registration Fee (9 members)
Chapter Fee Collected
Funds & Donations raised in 2021
Members contribution for a specific purpose
DCU Dividend
Total Receipts

Amount ($)
450.00
770.00
8417.91
150.00
62.09
9,850.00

PAYMENTS
Website domain and Hosting
Expense for a specific purpose
Membership Registration Fees to SJC Trichy Parent Association (9 Members)

97.15
250.00
450.00

Donations to SJC Trichy Parent Association (Covid-19 Relief India Support)
Bank Service Charges
Postage
Total Payments
Receipts over Payments (Surplus)
FUND BALANCE

8417.91
50.00
3.90

Beginning Fund Balance 01/01/2021
Surplus Fund for the year 2021
Ending Fund Balance 12/31/2021

2106.72
581.04
2687.76

9,268.96
581.04

RECONCILIATION:
DCU Acct#1

1047.81

DCU Acct#2
Bank balance as on 12/31/2021

1639.95
2687.76

Examined and certified by Mr. Peter Yeronimuse, M. Com, E.A, CFE, Tax Practitioner and Business consultant
of Sun Standard Services, 701, Jackson Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904, Ph: (301) 573-8574. We would like to
thank his selfless service towards our non-profit organization.
If you have any questions, please contact me at treasurer@josephitesoverseas.org.
Sincerely,
Sakthivel Pichaimani
Treasurer, SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter
The Josephites

5

SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter

January 2022

Issue: 29

FROM BOARD OF ADVISORS
It gives me great pleasure to write you yet another time. At the outset, let me commend
the Board of Directors who have served the Alumni Association so effectively over the
past, and thank the election committee for a stupendous job to get our maiden effort a
successful one and welcome and challenge the new team to lift the association yet a
notch higher. Wishing you all well in your endeavor.
With that said, here is another reminder to all of us to be aware of GOD’s grace, mercy and benevolence that has
sustained us and encourage all of you to have faith that “The will of God will never take us, where the grace
of God cannot sustain us, Where the riches of God cannot supply our needs, Where the power of God
cannot endow us”. We have stepped into a new year, and it was like yesterday and I realize that we are at the
end of the first month. I hope each one of you is leaving behind an indelible mark, sketching memories, and
building legacies as the days go by. I look back to last year, many great stalwarts and people near and dear to us
who have left great impressions in our lives have now become part of history. We have mourned their physical
absence from us, and the torch has been passed to us. We have a duty to keep the torch glowing as we run our
race. We can do it if we seek the almighty’s presence to be in us. When GOD dwells in you, you will feel HIS
presence and others will be impacted by your actions. So, look no further than yourself, equip yourself with HIS
powerful presence and HE will never fail you. If you are reading this message, then be cognizant that GOD’s
purpose in your life is yet to be fulfilled and you have to accomplish more. GOD has provisioned his angels to
be around us at all times in some shape or form. Recognize these angels that have helped you reach the pedestal
of where you are. You are who you were created to be, so do not compare yourself with someone and diminish
the fragrance you bring to the purpose of your existence. So, believe in yourself, your purpose, your goal and be
grateful that GOD has a mission for you. However trivial it might appear to you; you might be that one drop that
belongs to an ocean of accomplishments and miracles that happen every day. Feel encouraged, motivated and
empowered because you belong to the King of Kings and LORD of LORDS. We are all blessed to have what we
have, we are chosen to have what we did not deserve, but HIS mercy and grace has provided us to be inheritors
of great blessings. Take time to look back and count your blessings and reach out and make a difference in
someone else’s life. Once again, I take this opportunity to remind you of your obligation to your parents, teachers
and institutions that have chiseled you to be this fine piece of a human you are. It is your turn now to give your
time, your support and expand the growth of this illustrious Alumni Association beyond boundaries. Let us join
hands and give our little drop, so we can have an ocean of influence in this New Year and beyond. Support the
various committees with creative and constructive support and guidance. Participate in the various activities. Set
aside at least an hour a month for the alumni chapter. Together we can make great things happens. Our alma
mater has been around for almost two centuries, if we are able to locate and introduce more alumni into this
chapter, this chapter can achieve greater milestones. Looking forward to you being a pillar and wishing you all
the very best for now and forever.
By D.V [Deo Volente]
Valentine Paulraj

The Josephites
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
Virtual Conferences/Webinars:
To empower Josephites and families, “SJC Alumni USA Chapter” is organizing various monthly webinars on
different topics. We thank all 2021 presenters for the time and commitment to share their expertise with our
Alumni members. If you are interested to present and share your knowledge, please reach out to the board
November 21, 2021

Business Analysis – Mrs. Catherine Navis

August 27, 2021

Entrepreneur Mindset – Mr. Niranjan Johnbosco

May 29, 2021

Basics of financial planning, Investment options, Retirement, Protecting assets
- Mrs. Vishnu Priya Karthic

Apr 24, 2021

Myths and Facts about COVID Vaccine - Dr. Ben Selvan MD

March 27, 2021

Cloud Computing Azure Fundamentals and Practice Session II - Mr.Johnson
Sabariar

Feb 27, 2021

2020 Tax Update - Mr. Peter Yeronimuse

Jan 23, 2021

Cloud Computing and Azure Fundamentals - Mr.Johnson Sabariar

A big thanks to Mr. Benjamin Hanibal and Executive Teams for finding great presenters and arranging these
webinars for the benefit of our alumni members. This webinar was a great opportunity to give back to the
community and get connected with each other. We expect more such opportunities to come in the new year.

The Josephites
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LIFT (Leading Into the Future Together)
Purpose: Coach, Mentor, and Guide current SJC students on skills needed for professional success
Focus Areas:
• Share general industry expectations & experiences
• Discuss specific technology platforms and topics
• Offer guidance on interviewing techniques, methods and
success factors
• Discuss intern, job and other opportunities that may be
available and how to approach them
• Share general soft skills and the communication skills needed
for professional success
This Program is initiated with co-sponsorship from Department of
Data Science, St Joseph College Trichy.
We thank the first presenter of this program Mrs. Catherine Navis, Senior Director, Program & Portfolio
Management (MOC - Markets Outside California), Kaiser Permanente. The first session was attended by 100+
students and was very interactive with real-time questions and feedback.
Professor Arockiam provided the following feedback - "I find an excellent teacher in Catherine, covering from
the basics of business environment, people, process, analyst roles, quality assurance....wonderful. My appreciation
to you and the core team involved for fixing an excellent speaker"
Dr. Krishanth's feedback - " Thank you for the excellent session....presentation was very clear and informative"
Feedback from students (based on average/summary response)
1. What was the overall Satisfaction?: Very Satisfied
2. How informative was the session?: Very Informative
3. How clear was the idea?: Very Clear
4. How was the subject matter?: Just Right
The next topic of interest is Web 3.0 / Web 4.0 – We are looking for presenters in the topic. If you are
interested, please contact board@josephitesoverseas.org.
Thanks,
Benjamin Navis (LIFT program Lead)

The Josephites
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EVENT UPDATES
Pongal Virtual Reunion 2021
It is my pleasure and privilege to present you a summary of all the wonderful things that happened during our
Pongal Reunion Event in our SJC Alumni Association, USA Chapter on January 30th (Saturday), 2021.
It was yet another wonderful event that brought so many Josephites together to collaborate and to have fun with
cultural programs.
We thank Honorable Chief Guests and VIPs on behalf
of our USA Chapter for their gracious presence.
Rev. Fr. Leonard Fernando (The Rector, SJCTrichy)
Rev. Fr. Mariadoss (Former Alumni Director of
SJC, Current Principal of St. Xaviers College)
Rev. Fr. John Britto (Former Principal, SJC)
Rev. Fr. Arockiasamy Xavier (Current Principal,
SJC)
Dr. Prof. Arumairaj and Mr. Roy Thomas (Current
President and Treasurer of SJC Alumni
Association-Trichy)
Each of the above chief guests gave an inspirational
speech and shared their congenial messages like sweet
Pongal.

We had two main programs that carried away the day, namely, the Tamil “Pattimandram” moderated by Mr. Agathiyan John
Benedict and the "Innisai Katcheri" presented by Mr. Joseph Ernest. Six Josephites from across the USA participated in the
Tamil Pattimandram and proved their talent in debating humorously and with content. Several Josephites show cased their
melodious voices by singing in the Tamil "Innisai Katcheri" entertaining and carrying away the audience with awe. More
importantly, these two major programs were intervened by memorable nostalgic recalls by several Alumni who joined our
Reunion for the first time, thus satisfying the most important purpose of our Reunion (which is to build good relationship
among Josephites and build a cordial network). The introductions and the feelings shared by individual Josephites were
indeed worth treasuring.
Please see below the YouTube link for the replay of the Pongal Reunion Virtual Meet:
https://youtu.be/4QTJlHVNg_Y
Again, our thanks to one and all in making this event a complete success. Special thanks to Joseph Ernest, Velankanniraj
Mahimairaj, Agathian John Benedict and Edward Jayaraj for taking leadership roles and coordinating the Pongal Virtual
Reunion 2021!!

Best Regards,
Velankanniraj Mahimairaj
Vice President, SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter

The Josephites
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2021 REUNION – VIRTUAL MEET – by John Britto Peter
The year 2021 began in the midst of a raging pandemic, a public health crisis that impacted across
the globe. We started seeing the positive sign "Dawn to Light" when more than 8.47 billion
Covid-19 vaccinations were administered globally. Most shops and restaurants have reopened,
and in most cases, mask restrictions have been lifted. With the hope and inspiration that came
from the “Dawn to Light” we, SJC ALUMNI USA CHAPTER, were able to successfully organize
a grand reunion for all the Josephites living abroad. This reunion brought together many
Josephites around the world.

The event had Dr. M.S.Viji. M.D as Chief
Guest, who shared some memorable moments
with his dear friend & renowned SJC Alumnus
beloved H. E. Dr A P J Abdul Kalam and the
following Guests participated from the Alma
matter St. Joseph’s Autonomous College,
Trichy, Tamil Nadu – India.
Rev. Fr. JOHN BRITTO SJ
Rev. Fr. Dr. S. PETER SJ
Rev. Fr. Dr. M. AROKIASAMY XAVIER SJ
Dr. M. ARUMAIRAJ

The event was conducted via virtual
conference.

We themed 2021 reunion events as “Dawn to Light” (“விடியலை ந ோக்கி”). We chose this theme since this would give
an inspiration to all our members while we're recovering from the pandemic and beginning to see the light at the end of
the tunnel. We had a seamless transition of events from beginning to end of the program with no interruption and ended
on time. This reunion gave an opportunity for hundreds of Josephites to reconnect with their friends. The program also
had variety of cultural activities and “Meet & Greet” sessions for the participants. Our special recognition and thanks are
extended to our Josephites for showing their individual talents and enabling their children to participate in our reunion,
thus making the event not just meant for the alumni but their families included. We have set the tone to showcase that
the families of our alumni are part of our existence by recognizing their attendance and talents.

The Josephites
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ALMA MATER GREETINGS
“LET MY COUNTRY AWAKE”
My dear alumnae and alumni of St. Joseph’s chapter of the US and elsewhere,
Wish you all Happy New Year 2022. I wish you a fresh start with renewed energy,
confidence and TRUST in God throughout the New Year.
Our beloved Motherland needs a reawakening. As rightly said by Rabindranath
Tagore ‘Let my country awake’. The awakening is necessary on account of two
possible dangers our country is facing: the threat of third wave of Covid-19 and
its variant Omicron that is spreading fast. But much worse and most threatening
reality is the atrocity and rampant persecution of minority communities of India.
Perhaps you are aware of the happenings on 25th, Dec.2021 to Sisters of Charity founded by Mother Theresa, who
served the poorest of the poor, irrespective of caste, creed and nationality. The above aspect reveals that our dear
motherland faces the worst crisis that she has ever faced. Let me not be interpreted or construed as negative as
the new-year has dawned on the first decade of the twenty first century. The Indians at large seem to be silent on
these autocratic and gruesome repressive measures.
There is however a silver lining in the voice of a woman “Another world is not only possible, she is on her way.
I can hear her breathing” so said Arundhathi Roy. In a similar way the mystic poet of eminence said on another
occasion “Your reason and your passion are the rudder and the sails of your sea faring soul. If either your sails or
your rudder be broken, you can toss and drift or else be held at a standstill in the mid-seas”(K.Gibran)
These quotes though look contradicting to each other; the scenario applies to India today. There is no room for
despair or despondency. However we are emboldened by the words of Jesus in the Gospel of St.John “I pray for
them”… Holy Father, keep them safe by the power of Your Name, the Name you gave me… I pray that they may
all be one” (Jn 17:9,11,26)
Finally, we alumni need to strive to bring about a consciousness revolution that will make this world of ours a
better place and our Motherland a better place for all of us. This is much more than a CREDO (belief) of personal
transformation. It can actually be the prelude and precondition for global change. My wish for the New Year is
that every alumna and alumnus of Jesuit Institutions globally venture towards this noble task and mandate
enjoined on us by our Jesuit formation in our institutions.
May God Bless us All.
“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake
– Rabindranath Tagore

By Fr. S. JOHN BRITTO S.J
Beschi Illam, Dindigul.

The Josephites
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Greetings from Alumni Director
Dear Josephites,
The Parent Alumni Association body is very proud of the American Chapter of SJC
Alumni Association for its commitment and dedication towards its Alma Mater. I
appreciate and congratulate the Board Members for doing good work in strengthening
the USA chapter in networking all the members spread out in the vast continent of USA.
At the outset, I welcome the new team of Office Bearers of USA Chapter led by
Mr.Velankanni Raj and wish the new team all the best in their new endeavors. At the
same time, I thank profusely the outgoing team of Office Bearers led by Mr.Johnson for
their wonderful work since its inception of the American Chapter. The team led by Mr.Johnson, ably assisted by
Mr.Velankanni Raj, Mr.Sakthi and other members have spent their time and energy in building the chapter right
from the beginning.
The American Chapter is the oldest overseas chapters, and it is the role model for other overseas chapters to
follow. The functioning of your chapter is exemplary and your monthly Board Meeting on the first Friday of
every month is something worth mentioning. In spite of the contagious corona virus, you have been very active
and vibrant. I appreciate that you have taken very serious efforts in collecting more than 6 lakhs rupees to
alleviate the sufferings of the people of 20 Shepherd Villages in and around Trichy. Also your valuable
contribution of Rs.2 lakhs for the Dodranbicentenial celebration demonstrates your gratitude towards your
Alma Mater.
The Parent Body of St.Joseph’s Alumni Association offering you all the best wishes for a wonderful and
prosperous New Year filled with the blessings and benevolence of the Lord Almighty. May He always send
showers of blessings on each one of you.

Rev.Dr.S.Peter SJ.,
Director, Alumni Association

The Josephites
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ALUMNI CONTRIBUTIONS
ADORABLE SENSE of HUMOR! - by Dr. M. S. Viji
The more I got to spend time with beloved Excellency, the more I realized H. E. Dr. Kalam’s fantastic sense of humor.
Looking through the rear-view mirror, perhaps that wonderful sense of humor brought us closer, strengthening our mutual
respect & friendship.
I have admired the sense of generosity among my fellow Americans, helping within one’s means, to benefit a deserving
person anywhere in the world. I also admire the great sense of humor, looking at the lighter side of life, at times with a
spontaneous, self-deprecating humor. I feel blessed to share a lighter moment with a total stranger & not take myself too
seriously. This sense of humor makes the world more tolerant & less hostile, in my view.

Photo Credit: S Balu Aug. 12, 2014 – Erode – Visiting my mother

Apr. 5, 2010 – Lexington, KY:
Beloved Excellency Dr. Kalam, Dhan Shyam Sharma & Srijan Pal Singh arrived the day before on Apr. 4, 2010 & were
staying at the Marriott Griffin Gate Resort, in Lexington, KY. They would be here for two weeks teaching the Global
Scholars Program at the ‘Gatton College of Business and Economics’ at the ‘University of Kentucky’. Along with that,
beloved Dr. Kalam would visit & address students in > 25 educational institutions & Non-profits in Central Kentucky during
those two weeks. They were going to be super-busy.
Beloved Prasad & Ponraj had informed me: “This will be the first foreign trip for Dhan Shyam & Srijan Pal. Since you are
in Lexington, KY, we feel quite comfortable they will be looked after & will get any help they need.” I told them: “Don’t
worry. Everything will be fine.”

The Josephites
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Apr. 5th morning, I go to the Marriott Hotel at 6.30 AM, to check on them, make sure they have taken a good rest & are
getting ready for a hectic two weeks. I first go to Dhan Shyam’s room, adjacent to the Presidential Suite. He is already up
& looks quite worried. I ask him: “What happened ?” “Dr. Kalam woke up about 5.00 AM & asked for hot tea. I called for
room service & he was upset the water was not at all hot.”
At that point, I grabbed his hand & said: “Come with me.”. Took Dhan Shyam to beloved Dr. Kalam’s Suite – next door.
Right then beloved Dr. Kalam was coming out of his bedroom. “Good Morning. Kalam Iyya. Did you get some sleep? Is
the room comfortable?” Then I told him: “I understand from Dhan Shyam you asked for some hot tea. The room service at
the hotel sent only lukewarm water. Now let me tell you a story.
A few years back a lady in her mid-seventies drove to the local McDonald’s Drive in. She ordered some coffee. She got the
coffee cup, put it between her thighs & started driving. Unfortunately, the lid opened, & the hot coffee spilled on her legs,
scalding the skin. She sued the McDonalds. The jury awarded her over 1.5 million dollars. From then on, anywhere in the
US you buy anything hot, there will be a warning posted on the cup: ‘Contents are Hot: please handle with caution’ or
some such message. Not only that, from then on, if you ask for hot water or anything hot, you consider yourself blessed by
the Almighty if the water is at least lukewarm.
That is why, I made sure this Microwave oven is kept right here in your suite. You can use it to heat anything to your heart’s
content. Please do NOT get upset with poor Dhan Shyam. It is NOT his fault the hotel room-service sent only lukewarm
water & spoiled your tea. I apologize. Can I make you a cup of hot tea?”.
That explanation satisfied both. I could see Dhan Shyam’s face brighten up. He was relieved it was not his fault; the trip did
not start on an unpleasant note & happy I defended him. He made a mental note: ‘whatever Dr. Viji said, Dr. Kalam accepted
it without any objection’. We all got ready, then went about our busy schedule for that day & the next.
On the 3rd day (Apr. 7th), I walk in at 6.30 AM at the Presidential suite, greeting H. E. Dr. Kalam: “Good Morning, Kalam
Iyya, how are you?”. Normally we exchange some pleasantries at that time of the morning. Being an eternal optimist, I am
quite hyped up that time of the day.
Beloved Dr. Kalam came out of his bedroom, holding his right hand carefully; I noticed there was a scratch on one of his
fingers. “Viji, last night, I tried to open this coke can & hurt my finger. Do you think I will get one million dollars?”
I started laughing because of his incredible sense of humor. Without batting an eye, I looked at him straight faced & said:
“Beloved Iyya, you deserve not just ONE, but NINE million dollars. (In Tamil, I said: “ஒன்று அல்ல; ஒன்பது

மில்லியன் கிடைக்கும்”). Now let me look at the finger & see what needs to be done”.

Right away I went down to the main lobby where the hotel had a small pharmacy outlet; picked up a small tube of Neomycin
ointment & a few band aids. Went upstairs & took care of H. E.’s finger without any problem. By the way, that scratch
healed well within a day or two.
It was always a lot of fun, filled with jokes & display of a great sense of humor – not only in this trip, but whenever I spent
time with beloved Excellency. I had a whale of a time enjoying his wonderful sense of humor, at times playful, at times
kidding me in his own inimitable way & putting me on the spot to see how I managed.
Extract from E-Book by Dr. M. S. Viji, MD: My Beloved Excellency! Up Close and Personal with the People’s President
Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam – 2019; Chapter 3: ‘You, Funny Guys’ (pp30, 32 & 33)
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கவிடை தைொகுப்புகள்
உருப்படாத கழுதத

ஊரில் உள்ள குடும்பங்களுக்கு
பரம்பரரயா சலரை சசய்த

ைன்னாரப் பிள்ரள நடேசனுக்கு
ைலது கரமா இருந்த கழுரத(கள்)
அம்மா பழுப்பு நிறக் கழுரத

அப்பா சாம்பல் நிறக் கழுரத
அைர்களின் அன்புக்குப் பிறந்த

அழகான ஒரு குட்டிக் கழுரத
எம்மாம் சபரிய மனிதராலும்
எளிதில் சுமக்க முடியாத

அம்மாம் சபரிய அழுக்குத் துணி மூட்ரேரய
அடலக்காய் முதுகில் சுமந்த அம்மா கழுரத

I Trust in Thee
பூத்து குலுங்கும் புது மலரே நீ வொ

உன்டை வொழ்த்ைி மகிழ அனுைிைம் நீ ைொ
உள்ளம் ைைிரல உவடக ைைிரல

உறரவொடு உயிேொக எைில் வந்ை ரைவன்
விண்ணுலகம் வந்தும் உடைக் கொண்ரபன்
இந்ை மண்ணுலகில் உன்ைில் நொன் வொழ்ரவன்
உறரவொடு உயிேொக எைில் வந்ை என் ரைவன்
வருவொரயொ ைருவொரயொ

உன் அருடள நொன் தபறரவ ...
-பால் RU நாதன், ட ார ாண்ர ா
1985 B.Com

சைள்ளாற்றில் அந்தத் துணிரய
சைள்ளாைி ரைச்சுத் துரைச்சு
சைண்ரம ஒளிர மடிச்சு

சைள்ரள டைட்டியில் மூட்ரே கட்டி
சைறும் முதுகில் சுமந்துைந்த அப்பா கழுரத
ஒவ்சைாரு சனி இரவும் ஊர் ைந்து

ஒவ்சைாரு ைட்டிற்கும்
ீ
துரைத்த துணி டசர்த்து
அழுக்குத் துணிரய எஜமானன்

அடுத்த நாள் காரலயில் டசகரிக்கும் ைரர
இரவு மரழயிலும் பனியிலும்

இரக்கமின்றிக் கால்கள் கட்ேப்பட்டிருந்த
கழுரத(கள்)
ஒன்றுக்கும் உதைாமல்

ஊர் சுற்றும் மனிதர்கரள
"உருப்போத கழுரத"ன்னு

உரத்தக் குரலில் திட்டுடைாரர
கடித்துக் குதறத் டதான்றினாலும்

காதில் ைிழுந்தும் ைிழாததுடபால்
கேரமரயச் சசய்திட்ே கருத்தான கழுரத(கள்)

-அகத்தியன், வாசிங்டன் டிசி
1995 M.Sc Computer Science

The Josephites

15

SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter
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ககாடரானாவின்

இரணங்கள்

மருந்ைில்லொ ரநொய்,

கொடேக் கண்டுபிடித்ரைொம் ,

மூடிய முகங்கள்,

மின்சொேத்டைக் கண்டுபிடித்ரைொம் ,

மொணவர்கள்

கொற்றின் தூய்டமடய தைொடலத்ரைொம்.

பக்ைர்கள் இல்லொ ரகொவில்கள்,

இருளின் அடமைிடய தைொடலத்ரைொம்.

வொகைம் இல்லொ சொடலகள்,

குடும்ப ரநேத்டைத் தைொடலத்ரைொம்.

ேசிகர்கள் இல்லொை

நம் ேகசியத்டை(privacy) தைொடலத்ரைொம்.

ரவதறடையும் ரபசொை ஊைகங்கள்,

நம் ைைிடமடயத் தைொடலத்ரைொம்.

தசொந்ை ஊடேத் ரைடி பசியுைன் ,

தைொடலக் கொட்சிடய கண்டுபிடித்ரைொம் ,

இல்லொ பள்ளிகள்,

தைொழிலொளி இல்லொ தைொழிற்சொடலகள்,

விடளயொட்டு அேங்கு ,

கணிைிடயக் கண்டுபிடித்ரைொம் ,

தகொரேொைொடவத்

ைவிே ,

தைொடல ரபசிடய கண்டுபிடித்ரைொம் ,

முன்ைறிப்பின்றி

மூைப்பட்ை

நம்

பல்லொயிேம் டமல்கள் கைந்ை கொல்கள்,

கண்கடள விற்று

சித்ைிேம் வொங்கி விட்ரைொரமொ?

அன்பு
கிழக்கு - ரமற்கு,

வைக்கு - தைற்கு,
ஆண் - தபண்,

கருப்பு - தவள்டள - பழுப்பு,
முைலொளி-தைொழிலொளி,

படிச்சவன் -படிக்கொைவன் ,
இந்து – முஸ்லீம் - கிருஸ்துவன்,
கீ ழ் சொைி-ரமல் சொைி,

பணக்கொேன் - ஏடழ ,
நகேம் - கிேொமம் ,

ஒட்டு ரபொட்ைவன் - வொங்குைவன் ,
அழகொைவன் - அசிங்கமொைவன் ,
உயேம் - குட்டை,

இப்படி சக மைிைடை ,

படகக்க ஆயிேம் கொேணங்கள்.
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நொடு,

மூைப்பட்ை ைைியொர் மருத்துவ மடைகள்,
ரநொய் உள்ள வட்டை
ீ
,
பத்ைிரிக்டக அடித்து ,
அவமொை படுத்ைிய

அேசு,

உயிடே கொக்க உயிர் ைந்ை மருத்துவடே,
நல்லைக்கம் தசய்ய மறுத்து ,
அவைமொை படுத்ைிய மக்கள்,

வட்டு
ீ

சிடறயில் அகப்பட்டு,

ஆறுைலின்றி ,

ைைிடமயில் வொடும் மைங்கள்,
பிரியொவிடை தசொல்ல இயலொமல்,
ரநொயொல் பிணமொகி ,

சொம்பலொகி ைிரும்பிய உறவுகள்,

மருத்துவமடைக்கு தசல்ல பயந்து,
மற்ற ரநொய்களொல் உயிர்விட்ை உறவுகள்,
தகொரேொைொ

விட்டுச் தசன்ற இேணங்கள்,

மொற வருைங்கள் பல ஆகும்.
-சடவரியார் இன்னாசிமுத்து
1993 M.Sc Computer Science.

அடுத்ைவடை ரநசிக்க,

நமக்கு ரவண்டியது ஒன்றுைொன்,
அதுைொன் அன்பு.

அன்டப விடைப்ரபொம்.
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MAYOPATHY OF JEEVAN FOUNDATION – A VISIT BY OUR JOSEPHITES
Our former Alumni Director and current St. Xavier’s college Principal Rev. Dr. Mariadoss, Former Rotary Club President of
Tinnevelly, Correspondent of Good Shepherd Matric Hr Sec School, Alwarkurichi and our Alumni who lived in US Mr. Antony Babu
(his spouse Dr M Josephine Vimala and daughter Miss. Madhureema Antony) and US Chapter President Mr. Johnson Sabariar
(his daughter Miss. Sabrina Johnson) visited MAYOPATHY (Institute of Muscular Dystrophy & Research Center) on December
31st, 2021, at Veeravanallur, Tirunelveli. It was a rainy day, and we were given a tour by Dr. S. Daniel Rajasundaram. We thank Mr.
Ajay for facilitating our visit; Dr. Daniel for the warm welcome and arranging for the lunch. Here are our views.
“Muscular dystrophy (தசை சிசதவு ந ோய்) is a group of deceases that causes progressive weakness and loss of muscle mass. Abnormal
genes interfere with the production of proteins needed to form healthy muscle. The decrease is genetic, and consequently, a history of
muscular dystrophy in the family increases the chance of an individual developing the decease. The slogan “Nothing is Impossible” is
true in this case of treating this rare decease by the Myopathy center. It’s one of the toughest jobs for the therapist, doctors, and nurses
to give all type of cares at all stages of these affected children. Due to the treatment, we noticed many kids were able to walk by
themselves and it brighten them with new life. We saw great treatment facilities in “Sustained Mechanical Stretching”,
“Physiotherapy”, “Hydrotherapy” and “Play Therapy”. These therapies really helping the affected children to walk themselves.
However due to the nature of this decease we learned that the lifetime of these kids is limited. We pray for these children to live longer
and be happy. We greatly appreciate our Illustrious Alumnus Brother Mr. Nepoleon for founding this treatment center and helping
many of the affected children. In our part, let us also support in many ways to expand the operations of this Hospital.”
-- Johnson Sabariar
“It was a wonderful and meaningful visit. As we were leaving the hospital, our hearts were filled with mixed emotions and feelings. We
should be grateful to God for the gift of life. I still remember the faces of the lovely children who are very painfully undergoing this
treatment. Thanks, and appreciation to Mr. Nepoleon for his generosity in running this hospital for the deserving children. Let us all
pray that God may give happy and healthy life to these children.”
-- Rev. Dr. Mariadoss
“Mayopathy is a great initiative taken by our senior and popular actor Mr. Nepoleon. This rehabilitation center, one of its kind in South
Asia is very unique and uncommon. It is one of the very few centers in India to help children affected by muscular dystrophy and helps
them be part of mainstream society. Therapists and other caretakers are offering their maximum care to rehabilitate children. Children
from different parts of India stay there for a period of 4 to 5 months for treatment after which they get back to their school system. Thus,
reaching out with his benevolent arms, Mr. Nepoleon is silently uplifting the lives of many little children. With due respect, we
appreciate him wholeheartedly.”
-- Mr. Antony Babu
For more information, please visit the website www.mayopathy.com.
To support visit https://www.jeevanfoundation.com/support-us/.
Location: Railway Feeder Road, Veeravanallur, Cheranmahadevi (TK), Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, PIN-627426. Phone: +91 4634 288 653 / 654
Jeevan Foundation: 9 Shanmugam St, Ganapathy Colony, Royapettah, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600014. Phone: 044 2847 4400
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Johnson Sabariar, 1993 MCA

The COVID-19 SARS-CoV-2 virus variants, social-distancing and lockdowns has brought the world to experience huge
losses in terms of job, business closures, human lives, and economy. Over the course of the pandemic and economic crises,
policymakers have had to adjust to the changing nature of the crises, while implementing targeted policies that address what
had been expected to be short-term problems without creating distortions in economies that can outlast the impact of the
virus itself. The business landscape has been completely changed into a new dimension and it opened the opportunities for
those companies’ creating masks, COVID test and inventing vaccines. The stock market abruptly rewarded high for these
businesses and shown loss for most of the other businesses especially the tourism industry. All countries need vaccines but
not all can produce them. While waiting for the proven vaccine in the market, there were so many trade wars happened
between countries and spreading wrong news by the people what they believe in. President Trump forced India to export
the anti-malaria drug Hydroxychloroquine to US and thus resulted many losses of lives in US due to wrong focus. In similar
way, many other countries had done many mistakes politically without believing the science. This also changed the way the
people to elect their leaders and it showed it in 2020 US election. New vaccine products have been merged and clinically
proved high efficacy in protecting from the virus. Vaccine production is highly specialized, subject to comparative
advantages, and concentrated in few countries, making trade a vital means to deploying vaccines broadly. Keeping markets
open by reducing tariffs, streamlining trade-related processes at and behind the border while ensuring better co-ordination
of logistical processes will be key to ensuring timely access to vaccines for all. The government mandate has pressured the
hospitals and pharmaceutical companies to change the way they function and thus introduced most changes on the health
information exchange.
Ministers from the 21-nation Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) group met online to discuss their Covid-19
response. They reiterated that the global free trade is the key to pandemic recovery. This is because each country depends
on another for the import/export of various goods. There are strong trade interdependencies in the goods needed to produce,
distribute, and administer vaccines. The production of COVID-19 vaccines is likely to be geographically concentrated, but
the demand is global. Besides the active ingredients needed to produce vaccines, distribution and administration requires
access to goods produced across a range of countries: vials to move the vaccines, syringes to administer, cold boxes to
transport, dry ice to maintain cold temperatures, and freezers to store. Distributing vaccines poses significant logistical
challenges that could be addressed by:
o
o
o

Promoting online communications hubs to share information between manufacturers and distributors.
Keeping markets open.
Increasing international co-operation and co-ordination to enable vaccines to move seamlessly across borders.

The recent variant Omicron is spreading fast in the world (3 times faster than Delta variant) which is a blow to the vaccines
in the market. Even the regular masks are not protecting, and the CDC changed the mask guideline to wear N95 or KN95
masks which was a big change from the previous guideline. We may end of getting more variant in the coming months and
it would take several years (at least 5 years) to find a vaccine which can protect us all from the new variants. The good news
is the vaccine and boosters are helping to overcome all new variants with mild effect. Hope this year will bring an end to
all these pandemic situations and may not end with pandemic of unvaccinated. By seeing all these, Columbus and his team
might be thinking to travel to a COVID-less world. Am I right? Let’s see next.
.... Continue on next

The Josephites

18

SJC Trichy Alumni USA Chapter

January 2022

Issue: 29

Registered Alumni U.S. Chapter Members
Honorary Member: Hon. Mr. Nepolean
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Name
Mr. Johnson Sabariar
Mr. Sekhar Henry
Mr. Sivakumar Ramaiah
Mr. Prem Aburvaswamy
Mr. John Peter Benedict
Mr. Subramanian Thangaiah
Mr. Valentine Paulraj
Mr. Sakthivel Pichaimani
Mr. Paul Pushparaj
Mr. Ram Baskaran
Mr. Ramadass Aravindakshan
Mr. Antony Xavier Raj
Mr. Rajesh Francis
Mr. Gnanasekaran Sakthivel
Mr. Altrine Christopher
Mrs. Sumathi Paul
Mrs. Gitty Thomas
Mr. Alex Perinbam Prabahar
Mr. Joseph George
Mr. Arokiasamy Medabalimi
Mr. Robert Amaladoss
Mr. Antony Rajan
Mrs. Rita Rajan
Mr. Vincentraj Chelladurai
Mr. Leo Thomas
Prof. Francis Xavier

Since
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013

#
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

Name
Mr. Benno Francis
Mr.Soma Ilangovan
Mr. Frans Xavier
Mr. Joe Johnbosco
Mr. John Sakkariyas
Mr. Somasundaram Murugesan
Mr. Benjamin Honiball
Mr. Henry Gabriel David
Mr. Newman Croos
Mr. Arockia I Jayasingh
Mr. Aloysius Paulraj Panjins
Mr. Saravanan Rengachari
Mr. Barnaba Joseph
Mrs. Adline Jeyakumar
Mr. John Kennedy Joseph
Mr. Raymond J Arul
Mr. Packiaraj Devaraj
Mr. John Britto Peter
Mr. Michael Suresh
Mr. Alfred V Justin
Mr. Jude Lourde Jeyaseelan
Mr. Napolean Duraisamy
Mr. Raja Amirthasamy
Mr. John Kennedy Joseph
Mr. S. Venkatesan
Mr. Sureshkumar Kamalanathan

Since
2015
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2018
2018
2018
2018

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

Mr. Velankanniraj Mahimairaj
Prof. Clement Antonysamy
Mr. Joseph Earnest
Mrs. Raji Earnest (Late)
Mr. Edward Amalanathan
Mr. Sathish Prakash
Mr. Karl D'Gama
Mr. Kumar Balasubramaniam
Mr. Martin Joseph

2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013

87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95

Mr. Srinivasan Mani
Mr. Stephen Jeyaraj
Mr. Samy Eswaran
Mr. Sathappan Muthiah
Mr. Francis Amalraj
Mr. Prabhu Antony
Mr. Arockia Jayaraj
Mr. Britto Jesurathinam
Mr. John Berchmans

2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2019
2019
2019
2019
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36 Mr. Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
37 Mr. Paulraj Erudayasamy
38 Mr.Joe Mathew
Mr. Anthony Thambinayagam
39 (Late)
40 Mr.Susai Anthony
41 Mrs.Subha Ravichandran
42 Mr. Joseph Lidwin Francis
43 Mr.Arockiyaselvam
44 Mr.Newton PhilominRaj
45 Mr. Benjamin Navis
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2013 96 Mrs. Alphonse Sudha

2019

2014 97 Mr. Cletus Lourduraj
2014 98 Mr. Natarajan Muthusamy

2019
2019

2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014

2019
2019
2019
2020
2020
2020
2020

99 Mr. V Alagarsamy
100 Mr. Vijay Muthu
101 Mr. Edward Jayaraj
102 Mr. Stalin Ponnusamy
103 Mrs. Jancy Latha Sundar Vincent
104 Mr. Arulanandu Santiagu
105 Mr. John Solomon Thomas

46 Mr.Suresh Kulandairaj Chinnappan 2014 106 Mr. Arumai Jerome Cronin

2020

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

Mr. Senthil Malaikolunthu Kumar
Mr.Marcelin Mahimairaj
Mr.Ravikumar Dhandivel
Mr. Jerald Nelson Irudayam
Mr.Peter Shelly
Mr.Thomas Valan
Mr.Sahaya Arul
Mr. Gladwin Joseph

2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2015

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

55
56
57
58
59
60

Mr. Suresh Ramamoorthy
Mr. Thomas Amutharasu
Mr. Edward Anthonysamy
Mr. Peter Rajesh
Mr. Leo Paul
Mr. Antony Antonysamy (Late)

2015 115 Mr. Rubakumar Selvaraj
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
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107 Mr. Wilson Arockiasamy
108 Mr Barthelom Joseph
109 Mr. Ananth Ignaci
110 Mr. Joseph Sebastin
111 Dr. M.S VijayaRaghavan
112 Mr. Savariar Innasimuthu
113 Dr. Arun Alphonse Ignatius
114 Mrs. Mary Reeha Savari Dhason

2021
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